
I wish you all Peace, Joy, Hope and Happiness during this Holiday season and 
throughout the New Year                                                              

WHS Principal Message 
Dear Families: 
This is a wonderful opportunity to thank students and parents for demonstrating 
their commitment to learning in classrooms and extracurricular activities 
throughout the year.  Westborough High School is truly a caring school 
community in which standards remain appropriately high, support and 
encouragement are enormous, and relationships between students and staff are 
solid.  It is around this time of year we all need to be mindful of our collective 
mission, in that "Every member of this community can achieve the greatest 
academic, civic and social growth by following these beliefs {'respect for 
all and engagement in a diverse global society'}."  It is also a great time of 
year to share in the joys of the holidays with family and friends, while also 
attempting to obtain some relaxation.  A poem about the Winter Solstice can 
serve as a nice reminder to all of us of the importance of taking a break: 

As you prepare for the Winter Solstice, 
you will discover an immense need for 
slowing down, for silence and resting. 
 
Take the time to listen to those 
things that speak without words. 

By all accounts, the first half of the year has been successful.  The new year will 
bring more exciting learning experiences and challenges that will authentically 
test our students' knowledge and skills.  In 2017, I look forward to what lies 
ahead for our school community. I wish you all Peace, Joy, Hope and Happiness 
during this Holiday season and throughout the New Year. 
 
Best, 
Brian Callaghan 
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Business & Computer Science 
Computer Science Education week is December 5th-11th.  Computer Science 
Education Week celebrates the birthday of computing pioneer Grace Hopper with 
the goal of introducing students to this exciting field.  We would like to invite you 
to explore computer science at home with your children.  Code.org has provided 
a large selection of activities for all ages and interests.  You can participate in an 
hour of code with your children at home by visiting https://code.org/learn.   

At Westborough High School, students are fortunate to have a wide range of 
computer science courses to choose from beginning with a semester long 
introductory course and culminating with the option of one or both AP Computer 
Science courses.  Explore, learn more, and discover your superpower of 
computer science.   

English  
In November Kathy Stoker, Julie Matson, and Cheryl Tucker attended the annual 
NCTE (National Council of Teachers of English) Convention in Atlanta, Georgia 
where they joined more than 6,000 authors, advocates, and literacy educators 
from across the country in attending workshops on the teaching of English 
language arts. Kathy Stoker along with our school librarian Anita Cellucci were 
among the presenters at this year’s convention with their presentation “Educators 
Exploring Empathy in Emotional Intelligence;” their session was part of a 
roundtable on Efficacy and Self-Advocacy. Cheryl remained in Atlanta following 
the NCTE Convention to also attend the CEL (Conference on English 
Leadership) Annual Convention and to meet with her cohort for the Emerging 
Leaders Fellowship Program she has been accepted to. Attending these 
conventions allows us time to attend outstanding workshops from our colleagues 
and listen to a variety of keynote speakers who are leaders in the field of English 
education. Additionally, it provides the time to reflect upon our own practices -- 
allowing us time to rethink, to revise, and to renew. We are grateful for this 
opportunity to participate in this professional development. 
In March the English and ELL department are looking forward to bringing our 9th 
graders to Trinity Repertory Theater in Providence, RI to see A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. We have taken students to Trinity Rep in the past -- just last year 
we were able to take 10th graders to see To Kill a Mockingbird -- and we have 
never been disappointed with a performance. We are looking forward to sharing 
the live-theater experience with our students. 
Congratulations to Miriam Levesque and Megan Ku who recently participated in 
the Westborough Lions Club Youth Speech Contest. This year’s topic was “Being 
Politically Correct: Is it Taken Too Far?”. Miriam won first place, and Megan is 
the runner up. Miriam will go on to compete at the Zone 2 contest on December 
17th in Bolton. We wish her the best of luck at this next contest. 

Digital Citizenship Family Toolbox 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxK4agcrN2mMXzZiQTFIRjJhV2M/view 
 
 
 

https://code.org/learn
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxK4agcrN2mMXzZiQTFIRjJhV2M/view
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Engineering Tech 
The Engineering Tech Department has been working on a number of projects 
this month.  Students in Mr. Daly’s and Mr. Parsons’ Intro to Engineering class 
have completed work on student designed locker fixtures and are about to finish 
up with the “Build a Better Mousetrap” project..  In Applied Engineering, Mr. 
Parsons’ and Mr. Hall’s students have been working on beam design to help 
prepare for building truss bridges.  They are also learning some of the math 
involved in calculating the strength of their beams. 
 

  
Students using our new design space.. 
 
Engineering Design students have recently completed a project with our new 
laser cutter. Students were provided with a flat sheet of foam core and were told 
to create a 3D object out of it. Finished projects included desktop organizers, 
jewelry boxes, smartphone holders, games, a winch and this model jet. 

Fine Arts 
The Fine Arts Department has enjoyed a successful start to the school year and 
we are looking forward to a busy winter as we head into 2017.  
We have already had over 25 performances since the start of school and over 
400 WHS students have participated in at least one of these events. Some of 
these performances have included Arts In Common, the Choral Collage, Football 
Games, Band-O-Rama, and the Westborough Education Foundation’s Trivia 
Bee. In addition to these performances, the Visual Arts department has also 
displayed work at community events and displays across town.  

The drama department gave a great performance of William Shakespeare’s “The 
Tempest” and Center Stage is already looking forward to working on the Winter 
musical, “The Wizard of Oz”.  

Westborough High School had a strong showing at Central Massachusetts 
District auditions this year.  43 students were accepted into Chorus, Band, and 
Orchestra, with 26 students receiving All-State recommendations. Westborough 
is sending more students to the festival than any other school district in Central 
Massachusetts. 
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Upcoming Events:  

• Wednesday, December 7th: Small Ensemble Concert (7pm) 

• Tuesday, December 13th: Band Concert (7pm) 

• Thursday, December 15th: Choir & Orchestra Concert (7pm) 

• Saturday, January 14th: Senior District Festival Concert at Mechanics 
Hall (4pm) 

• Tuesday, January 31st: Tri-M Induction Ceremony (7pm) 
Please refer to the Fine Arts website for more information, or follow the 
department on twitter: @WboroFineArts.  

Library 
As part of the Open activity for the three week Guided Inquiry project that began 
this week,  The National Alliance on Mental Illness program - In Our Own Voice 
program, was presented to seniors in Kathy Stoker’s Psychology in Literature 
class. Throughout this co-taught project, researchers from Finland, associated 
with Rutgers University, will be observing the phases of Guided Inquiry, the 
instruction and student engagement.  Westborough High School has been 
chosen as the site for the upcoming research on Guided Inquiry Design.  

Listening Lunches continue this school year on the first Friday of every 
month.  Students are invited to “listen” to poetry, music and song performed by 
their peers.  Students interested in performing can sign up on the WHS Library 
website or speak with Mrs. Cellucci.  
Please contact: Ms. Anita Cellucci, Library Teacher, with any 
questions.  celluccia@westboroughk12.org 
Twitter: @LibraryWHS  
Find us on Facebook 
Instagram: WestboroughHSLibrary  

Math 
Congratulations to Westborough High School's Varsity Math Team!   The team 
competes in a league called WOCOMAL (Worcester County Mathematics 
League).  Four times a year, the team goes to Shrewsbury High School and 
competes against other schools.  There are presently 40 schools from the area 
that compete, including AMSA, Worcester Academy, Algonquin, Hopkinton, and 
St. John's, to name a few. 
Our Varsity Math team has competed in the first two math meets of this 
year.  The team had a strong showing at the first meet, and won last week's 
meet!   
And overall, the team is now presently in First Place with two meets to go in the 
season. 

http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2220638&pageId=2220644
http://www.nami.org/
http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2221578&pageId=2221584
http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2221578&pageId=2221584
mailto:celluccia@westboroughk12.org
https://twitter.com/LibraryWHS
https://www.facebook.com/WestboroughHSLibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/westborohslibrary/?hl=en
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Physical Education/Wellness 
On Friday Nov. 18th, the Physical Education, Health & Wellness department 
provided Community CPR training for all 9th graders currently in P.E.  Senior 
student Meghan O'Keefe has played a critical role in both initiating and delivering 
the CPR training to our ninth graders.  As a result of our ongoing commitment to 
CPR training, Westborough High School has been recognized as a "CPR Smart 
School" by the American Heart Association!  We are excited because by the end 
of the 2018/19 school year, every student at WHS will be CPR trained, and this 
will continue as a part of our curriculum. 

Social Studies 
The WHS Social Studies Department continues to engage students in meaningful and 
enduring ways.   Recently we held a school-wide mock election that allowed students to cast 
a "vote" for the Presidency, and the four referendum questions presented to Massachusetts 
voters.  In preparation for their own participation, classes devoted class time to exploring 
various positions on the issues and the candidates.   Students also engaged in election data 
analysis after the election. 

Students enrolled in Facing History and Ourselves and The United States in World War 
II courses will be visiting the Museum of World War II in Natick in the coming 
weeks.  Likewise, students in our Legal Studies class are earnestly preparing for the 
upcoming off-campus mock trial, meeting with professional attorneys and law enforcement as 
they hone their skills.   
 

 

 

Important Dates: 
December 23 – Half Day Students & Staff 
December 23-January 2 – Winter Vacation 
January 3 – Classes Resume 
January 13 – Half Day Students 
January 16 - Holiday 
January 19-24 – Midyear Assessments 

Westborough High School Website 

http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=35937&pageId=35945
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